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30 July 1951

HEMORANDUM FOR: ACTING ASSISTANT DINECTOR FUR
POLICY COURDINATION

SUBJECT: Possible Interest of the Psychological
Strategy Board in Psychologleal Warfare
Research

1. From July 16 through July 19 a confersrce snd briefing

avch arfare was conducted at the | | 25X1A
in connection with the preparation and

activity of | [ for thelr project. 25X1A

2. Representatives of all departments and agencies of the
government engaged in foreign information or Pd activities were
present and participsted., The undersigned stbtonded as a §ia
cbssrver and dld not make a presentation., Additlonally, = nusbor
of representatives of govermment and quasie-offlclal research
organizations were present and described resenren completed,
planned or uaderway in varded detail,

a. The following orpanizations were represented and
participated in the conference and briefing:

Poyechological Warfare Division, Uepsrtment of the dwuy

Cormittee on Human Hescurces, Research and Developumeni
Doard, Department cof Defense

Human Hesources Division, Department of the Alr Force

Human Aesources Divislon, (ONR), Department of the Lavy

The Rend Corporation

Operatlions Hesearchn Office, Department of the Arny

Human Resources [Research Institute, Adr University,
}Maxwell Alr Force Dase, Alashama

3+ Froa the presentations made, 1t was clear that wucn 1§q4‘
hasic research belisved to relate to PW has been comnleted, is il
underway or planned., Such research was deserived as 1nvauulya~ ;g*i
ting basiec motivations of humans; means whereby habits and o
attitudes are established; emergence of bellefs; the essence of fi :
et e

credulity; patterns of reaction to oral or written stimuli, ete.
It was my impression that virtually all the ressarch organiszabicons
ars fostering investlgation of much the sare go~called basic
material and that there has been little if sany attempt to arrange
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for cooperation or collavoration. It scems to me that = ccrbain
degree of cooperation would be valusble, It would cuable the
reuoarchh sponsors siluultansously to cover a wider field nure
economdeally. It would slso provide for more efficicnt utilizaw
tion of ths unlversity personiel and facilities which are sow
allied individually with the research sponsors in many caseg
studying the same general subject matter, .

he During the presentations, I received the impressicn that
ruch field research-- | for éxemple--has been carricd cn in 25X6
an attempt to evaluate the efficacy and results of what wi ht Lo
termed btacticel PW activity. These field investigntions were also
carried on individually at different times by different paople fop
the several research and cperating crganizations. From thelr do-
seriptions, however, it appsared to me that the investigations were
concerned with virtually the same natters.

5. It is not the ovpinrion or the inteation of the undersicned
that the subject matber or amount of research should be loccened or
curtailed. The purpose of this paper is, however, to sussest tr
desirabllity of & central point for coordination and oversiyht.

(VX pte

6. It is ny sugzestion that the Psychologleal Stratesy Roard
consider that psychological warfare researveh is & field and arn
activity appropriate to ita continuous overaizht and ccordineticn,
in such capaelity the Psychologicsl Stratesy Board could:

8. Consider requirements for research in order to insure
that necessary subject matter is not overlovked.

b. Consider research complebed, underway or planned is
order to determine whether this is likely to mset the recuire-—
ments (present snd future),

¢. Consider whether there is such duplication in )
research subjects ms to warrent government-wide coordination.

d. Consider whether the research facilitiss of the quosi-
governmental organizations and of the univeorsities are being
effectively utilized,

@s Consider whether the establishment as majer policy of
appropriate fields for PW rasearch for the .several arzenlsations
might insure .

(1) conduct of 21l needed, rescarch

(2) elimination of
P
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(2) eliminaticn of duplicstion

(3) mors economic utilizatlon of university and
other research facilitles

{4) at least partial definition of wha
be sono sccial sclentiste! ldeas of the mst
psychological warfare

%t appesr Lo
apnysles of

{5) some money saving-

(6) that those with highly sensltive research
projecta could have a single polnt of contact for tha
purpose of coerdinating and cheeilng prior resesrch in
the sawe subject

(7) thet the seversl groups and organizetlons snall {
undertske research only in their own legitiuate £ields.
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PSB Coordination ‘

: Liaison (inf@ragpnny) i
lOENTIFlchION OF DOCUMENT f
25X1A Memo from | [ SAR/OPC] for A/ADPC. :
Subject: Possible Interest of the Psychological Strategy Board in :
Psychological Warfare Research.

n?rucv NOTATION NEFRAENCES.

W Suggests a central point, 1.e. PSB for coordination and oversight |
40f the many government programs of research on human resources and ]
psychological research. , :
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